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(57) Abstract: A watermarked document permitting an accurate 
detection of watermark information is preftared. A document/image 
preparing unit (101) prepares a document/image based on document 
data (105). A watermaik image preparing unit (102) represents 
watermark information (106) in dot patterns, and prepares a 
watermark image that represents the outline portion of the watermark 
information (106) in dot patterns showing a specific value. A 
watermarked document^mage synthesizing unit (103) overlaps the 
document/image by the document/image preparing unit (101) with 
the watermark image by the watermark image preparing unit (102) 
to complete a watermarked document/image. 
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